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1/23/64, 4:25 p.m. 


RM: We received word today, I think perhaps through Dave 

Bell, that Senator Thurmond has a copy of a paper that alledges 
that the US backed the coup in Viet-Nam and no doubt will try 
to make something of this when the Congressional hearings start. 
It occurred to me that we ought to have somewhat the same 
approach to this that we did with Cuba last year--we ought to 
have a Government line. In this particular instance I would 
think the best thing to do, subject to what you and Dean believe, 
is for all of us--Defense and CIA particularly--to say that-- 
I can report on matters of military action out there, what the 
campaign status was before the coup, what our troops were doing 
and so on, and what's happened since; the stoppage of aid and 
other matters relating to knowledge of a coup and any action 
relating thereto are matters of foreign policy and should be 
reported by the State Department and not Defense. 

GB: I think that's right. I think we should also get 

somebody working on getting a complete dossier on it. 

RM: I think so too. 

GB: I'll get a little task force going here on it. 

RM: Very good. Then I think it would be useful if State 

would in effect send guidance to CIA and Defense. I think were 
the ones that will be involved. I understand that McCone and 
Hilsman have already testified before Zablocki. We don't have 
copies of the testimony, but I'm sure we can get them. If we 
look at that and take account of that then we ought to have 
government -wide guidance. 

GB: Have you got somebody you would like to designate? 

RM: I think it should be through Bill Bundy. It will 
probably be General Kent in his office who would be assigned. 

But Bill could be the point of contact for whomever you wish 
to have call him. 

GB: We'll get right on it. 
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